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Highlights of America’s #1 Youth Outdoor Program
Making strides to reach more youth throughout the country will be an easy endeavor for the 
Trailblazer Adventure program in 2013 thanks to a recent $900,000 donation over three years 
from the Cabela’s Outdoor Fund.

Cabela’s Outdoor Fund, a fund with a mission to promote conservation and hunting, fishing, 
camping, boating and other outdoor sporting and recreational activities, stated that the 
“Trailblazer Adventure Program’s purpose aligns with the goal of The Cabela’s Outdoor 
Fund of protecting and promoting our outdoor heritage.”  
Thanks to the Cabela’s Outdoor fund and other generous 
Trailblazer sponsors, 2012 saw 127 Trailblazer events in 
42 different states across the country.  Over 226,000 youth 
and their families experienced a Trailblazer Adventure Day 
in 2012 alone.

Along with our new title sponsor Cabela’s Outdoor 
Fund, our long standing partnership with the Crosman 
Corporation is taking strides as well to introduce new 
audiences to shooting.  The Trailblazer Adventure 
Program will be utilizing Crosman’s portable airgun 
range across the country to bring a safe and enjoyable 
shooting experience to new and exciting venues! 
 
Crosman Corporation has been the exclusive supplier of 
quality bb and pellet guns to the Trailblazer Adventure 
Program since 2003!

Trailblazer Adventure Program

RecoRd of
 Achievement     

A group of more than 75 women from around the 
country gained a better understanding of outdoor 
related activities thanks to the Trailblazer Adventure 
Program held recently at the American Heritage Girls 
National Conference for staff and volunteers near 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Trailblazer Adventure Program 
and the American Heritage Girls 
(AHG), a Christ centered scouting 
organization for girls based in 
Cincinnati, signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding regarding 
Trailblazer on May 16, 2012. 

To jump start the partnership, a 
Trailblazer Adventure Day was 
held Saturday, November 10, 2012 
to introduce AHG troop leaders to 
the excitement of outdoor activities 
at Cub World located in Loveland, 
Ohio.

Troop leaders experienced numerous outdoor related 
activities such as archery, target shooting and fly 
fishing, as well as Dutch oven cooking demonstrations
from Camp Chef and hands on displays by the National 
Wild Turkey Federation.

“The Trailblazer event was a great success. Watching 
so many of the troop leaders trying new activities was 
exciting,” said Carolyn Moore, AHG Regional Support 
Manager. “The program helped the participants feel 
comfortable with these skills and I’m sure they will 

encourage the girls in the troops 
to try these new activities too.”

As part of the Memorandum of 
Understanding, the Trailblazer 
Adventure Program is in the 
process of developing an age 
appropriate shooting sports 
badge for AHG troops. Trailblazer 
staff plans to have the badge 
completed within a year for AHG 
members to implement the badge 
immediately into their program 
to introduce girls to the shooting 
sports world.

The Trailblazer Adventure 
Program and AHG plan to expand their partnership 
immediately in the year to come with events already 
planned for the Spring of 2013.

For more information about the American Heritage 
Girls, visit www.ahgonline.org or call (513) 771-2025.  

American Heritage Girls Experience Trailblazer Adventure Day



The Trailblazer Adventure Program was designed to expose families to 
outdoor activities during the Trailblazer Adventure Day.

Trailblazer Basics

Trailblazer Adventure Day
This one-day program serves as an 
all-around introduction to outdoor 
sports and conservation. It is 
typically hosted at a youth camp 
or similar facility. The Trailblazer 
Adventure Day features a variety 
of activities and demonstrations 
designed to show children and 
their parents the enjoyment of an 
outdoor lifestyle.

Activities
Trailblazer events focus on three 
key outdoor traditions:

•  Shooting (archery, air rifles,          
  shotguns & .22’s)
•  Fishing
•  Hunting, trapping &
    conservation

Hunter education volunteers 
and seasoned sportsmen teach 
participants about firearm safety 
using air rifles, .22 rifles and 
shotguns. Experienced anglers   
explain about fishing tackle and 
casting techniques, while hunting 
clubs and trapping organizations 
put on thrill ing fox hunting 
demonstrations, great game calling 
presentations and detailed trapping 
displays.

Local Field
Directors Help 
Keep Program

On Track

The USSAF recruited a devoted 
group o f  spor tsmen and 
sportswomen to help lead the 
Trailblazer Adventure Program.  
Local Field Directors represent 
the USSAF during Trailblazer 
events. They are responsible 
for overseeing event set-up and 
ensuring that event participants 
are being safe while they receive 
valuable experiences at each 
activity station.

Trailblazer Youth Partners
Boy Scouts of America

American Heritage Girls
YMCA

Royal Rangers
Girl Scouts of the USA

Big Brothers Big Sisters
Boys and Girls Clubs

 U.S. Army Moral, Welfare & 
Recreation

U.S. Army Markmanship Unit
Girls, Inc.

Camp Fire USA



  On June 9th, 2012, over 10,000 youth and their families were introduced to the great outdoors thanks to an 
innovative one-day program designed to bring the Trailblazer Adventure Program 
to 34 Cabela’s stores across the nation. The Family Outdoors Day featuring the 
Trailblazer Adventure Program, created by a partnership with Cabela’s and the 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation, was designed to help families prepare for 
a fun summer of outdoor recreation and camping while also introducing kids to 
shooting, fishing, trapping, conservation and more.

“Cabela’s and USSAF hoped this inaugural Family Outdoors Day would encourage 
families to come together and spend quality time participating in outdoor activities. 
From the turnout and response, it’s clear that’s exactly what happened,” said 
Matt Kettler, Cabela’s Marketing Manager. “Thousands of children participated in 
USSAF’s unique Trailblazer programs during the event, which was great because 
it got them involved in outdoor recreation. 

The special one-day event offered camping and outdoor gear displays for the 
entire family to explore, plus air rifle shooting, fishing and casting, archery areas, 
and other conservation-themed displays.  Approximately 1,000 volunteers from 

conservation clubs and other groups made the day possible.

“This was a historical undertaking by the Trailblazer Adventure Program and we couldn’t have asked for a 
better partner than Cabela’s,” noted Derrek Shively, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation education director.  
“Plans are already being prepared for next year’s events.”

National Event Focuses on Youth in the Outdoors

Great Partners Make Trailblazer Possible
The Trailblazer Adventure Program was developed by the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation.  It is funded by these fine sponsors:

• Lee & Ramona Bass Foundation
• Stephen Bechtel Fund
• Bicknell Fund
• Boy Scouts of America
• Bushnell Performance Optics
• Mrs. Mary A. Cabela
• Charles Daly
• Mary Barnes Donnelley Family  
 Foundation 
• Delta Waterfowl Foundation
• William H. Flowers, Jr.                                       
           Foundation

• Fur Takers of America
• Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources
• Hampe Family Foundation
• The Hearst Foundations, Inc.
• Hidden Haven Hunting Preserve
• JCK Foundation, Inc.
• Kentucky Fur Takers Association
• Kenneth A. Lester Family Foundation
• Masters of Foxhounds Association
            of America
• McBean Family Foundation
• Ohio Division of Wildlife

• Legacy Committee, Safari Club  
 International Foundation
• Safari Club Intl. Golden Gate Ch.
• Safari Club Intl., NY Tri-State Ch.
• Shikar-Safari Club International        
            Foundation
• U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit
• WV Division of Natural   
 Resources, Wildlife
• Wild Sheep Foundation 
• Williams Family Foundation of
 Thomasville, GA

Other partners include:



Trailblazer will continue to expand 
partnerships with youth-serving  
organizations including Boy 
Scouts of America, American 
Heritage Girls, YMCA and more. 
The USSAF will also provide follow-
up opportunities for Trailblazer 
participants, such as the Trailblazer 
Target Challenge.

The Trailblazer Adventure Program 
vision is to be a major avenue to 
significantly increase sportsmen’s 
numbers in the next decade.  This 
will ensure the survival of our 
outdoor traditions for generations 
to come.

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation, 801 Kingsmill Pky., Columbus, Ohio  43229
Phone:  614-888-4868     Fax:  614-888-0326

E-mail: trailblazer@ussportsmen.org   Website: www.trailblazeradventure.org
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Looking Toward
the Future

Share Your Trailblazer Adventure!
“This day provided a wonderful day to our Salem Upper Elementary 

students.  Many of them got the experience to learn things that they                

might not otherwise get the chance to do, while others were able to 

shine in front of their peers.”

Melanie Wisdom, Principal, Salem Upper Elementary

“My son and I had a wonderful time at your Trailblazer Adventure 

Day!  ......Archery was his absolute favorite event, but that rock 

wall climbing and BB shooting weren’t far behind!  You guys do a 

great job in giving the children specialized safety instruction in their 

sport and it is done in such a well-thought out and professional way 

that even newcomers could participate safely and with confidence.  

He was so proud of himself!  Thanks so much for all you do!” 

 Parent of Midland, NC event attendee

 

“The event was fantastic. My sons 

and I had a great time. They 

had a chance to go fishing for 

the 1st time.  It was quality time 

spent together with my sons.” 

 Mother of Plantation, FL event 

attendees


